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fusion of easy methods and of cheap science, the
human mind can never be instructed and educated
without devoting a considerable space of time to those
objects.
The greater or the lesser possibility of subsisting '
without labour is therefore the necessary boundary
of intellectual improvement. This boundary is more
remote in some countries and more restricted in
others ; but it must exist somewhere as long as the
people is constrained to work in order to procure the
means of physical subsistence, that is to say, as long
as it retains its popular character. It is therefore
quite as difficult to imagine a State in which all the
citizens should be very well informed as a State in
which they all should be wealthy ; these two diffi.
culties may be looked upon as correlative. It may
very readily be admitted that the mass of the citizens
are sincerely disposed to promote the welfare of their
country ; nay more, it even may be allowed that the
lower classes are less apt to be swayed by considera-
tions of personal interest than the higher orders : but
it is always more or less impossible for them to discern
the best means of attaining the end which they desire
with sincerity. Long and patient observation, joined
to a multitude of different notions, is required to form
a just estimate of the character of a single individual;
and can it be supposed that the vulgar have the power
of succeeding in an inquiry which misleads the pene-
tration of genius itself? The people has neither the
time nor the means which are essential to the prose-
cution of an investigation of this kind : its conclusions
are hastily formed from a superficial inspection of the
more prominent features of a question. Hence it
often assents to the clamour of a mountebank who
knows the secret of stimulating its tastes, while its
truest friends frequently fail in their exertions.